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Bill Barton, in One 4 All, en route to winning the 2016 Atlantic Class National Championship. 

On board, back to front: Bill Barton, Peter Smith, Tom Blackwell, and Peter Duncan. 

KYC sailors, and with Tim Britton’s second and 

Ian’s third place finishes last year, and Ben Wells’s 

second and Terry Britton’s third in 2012, it’s not an 

exaggeration to say that Blue Hill has lately been 

dominating the Atlantic Class. 

 In other KYC racing this past summer, Peter Smith 

took first place in the Atlantic Class August series, 

and Julie Cluett won both the July and August series 

in Herreshoff 12½s.  The Cruising Class saw four 

different winners in their four events, which includ-

ed a record 11 entries for the August 24 Pursuit 

Race. A complete list of racing results is on page 3½. 

 It was an excellent summer for KYC racers, 

topped off by Bill Barton’s second victory in this 

year’s Atlantic Nationals, held at Niantic Bay Yacht 

Club in Connecticut (he also won in 2013).  Bill 

started off with a disappointing 15th (out of 21 

boats) in the first race, but then recorded 1-4-9-1-2 

for 17 total points after dropping that 15th.  This 

tied him with Rolex yachtsman of the year Steve 

Benjamin, but with two firsts to Benjamin’s one, 

Bill claimed the Championship. 

 Together with Ian Evans’ victory in 2011, this 

makes three Nationals titles in the last five years for 



 

 

The Waterline, p.2 Vol 23, No. 2 

 Above:  New members gather at the July 23 Cook’s 

Night Out dinner.  Left to right:  Membership Chair But-

ler Smythe, Chris Feldcamp, Jennifer Ashcroft and Rob-

ert Croul, Amy Boles, Rob Baldwin, Matt Boles. 

 As has become customary, following the introduction 

of the new members Club Chaplain Sandy McCurdy 

delivered the blessing of the fleet (see below for the full 

text of Sandy’s blessing), and then all hands enjoyed 

marinated flank steak, salad, French bread, and Haagen 

Dazs ice cream bars, courtesy of Deborah Miller-Little. 

 In asking your blessing here, we ask it also for those 

foundering in the Mediterranean Sea on lousy rubber or 

almost wrecked boats as they attempt to flee devilish hor-

rors in their countries—acts perpetrated by good-

intentioned people, believing mistakenly that the evil 

they are doing with brute force and profound unkindness 

is good for their country, even making it great again. 

 Finally Almighty God, on these beautiful Blue Hill 

waters and under these skies, protect our children.  Give 

them eyes to look away from the screens of their smart 

phones, give them eyes to behold and appreciate the 

enormous beauty of their surroundings, so that they may 

seek and foster such beauty in whatever seas they will 

navigate the ships of their lives, that they will set the 

compass headings of their lives and their families in the 

direction of firm kindness and good will to all of their 

fellow men and women. 

 So indeed:  “Have fun,” as our wise and sturdy man-

ager Dave tells us every day.  In so doing, let us never 

fail to remember God’s blessing on us—members new 

and old—and on this fleet of the KYC, a blessing which I 

now pronounce in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Blessing of the Fleet, 2016 

 Almighty God, we who stand on this shore in the glo-

ry of your creation ask your blessing on our not so hum-

ble fleet of pleasure crafts.  In asking this we remember 

in fear and trembling that these are gifts we possess for a 

limited time, that they are but transitory tastes of Your 

more profound glory.  We remember and ask your bless-

ing now also on all the other boats in this harbor, plat-

forms of work for fishermen and women who enjoy 

these waters too, but must endure and venture forth in 

hard, stormy, dark, and cold weather to wrest their living 

from the fish and lobsters they catch.  May we always be 

ready to stop and give them a tow, as they would do for 

us, should sail or engines fail. 

Also from Rev. McCurdy:  Yesterday, in returning to 

port after overseeing the Atlantic races, the fleet chaplain 

observed the sailing vessel PANDA, (photo attached) 

owned apparently by the commodore of the visiting 35 

plus yacht strong fleet of the Corinthian YC, hard 

aground betwixt the two green cans at the entrance to the 

channel.  This was clearly the result of an unblessed 

yacht and per radio (ch. 68) I advised the captain not to 

abandon ship, but to stay aboard and have a drink until 

the return of sufficient water (two hours later) would lift 

his ship. He agreed happily, though red-faced (not from 

the libation) and I agreed to bless his ship for future en-

counters with ledges suddenly appearing in full daylight, 

calm seas, good GPS signals and accurate charts, at the 

entrance to his next harbor. 
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Ben Wells  

 From the San Francisco Chronicle—Benjamin Glyde 

Wells passed away suddenly on September 11th at his 

home in Blue Hill, Maine.  Ben was born on November 22, 

1932, in Philadelphia, PA.  He served his country honorably 

as a Marine Corps medic in the Ko-

rean War.  After his service Ben 

returned to California where he 

attended UC Davis before settling 

in San Francisco.  An accomplished 

sailor in a variety of classes of 

boats, he was a long time member 

of the San Francisco, St. Francis, 

and Kollegewidgwok Yacht Clubs.  

Besides sailing, Ben was an avid 

outdoorsman, hunter, and chef, and 

a consummate entertainer who was known for hosting epic 

parties and events.  Universally loved and admired, Ben’s 

passing leaves a void that can never be filled. 

 From Commodore Bob Shepley—Ben, as most of you 

know, was a tremendous figure in our community and be-

loved by the many, many people whose life he touched.  He 

was an active member of KYC for his long life, and a par-

ticularly large part of our racing and 

social activities. Ben was a competi-

tive and skilled sailor as a participant 

in our Atlantic racing, instilling a love 

of competitive racing in his children 

and others. After Ben aged out of rac-

ing, he was a regular spectator at our 

races. As recently as three weeks ago, 

Ben was on Coot de Gras watching 

the Atlantics race with a boatful of his 

family and friends - everyone having 

a blast. I think I saw Ben out at every 

Atlantic race this summer and I re-

member thinking that Ben’s lovely 

picnic boat could have been named Joie de Vivre … 

 Importantly, Ben was an amazing contributor to our 

club, cooking endless meals for us -- from his superb chow-

der to filet mignon and everything in between, always pro-

duced with Ben’s humor and love for good food. He did it 

with great style, and so many of us were the beneficiaries. 

He loved life and he loved us. We will miss him tremen-

dously. 

 From Buddy Allen—In 2003, we visited Maine in search 

of a place to sail and visit in the summer. We got lucky and 

in 2004 we rented a house in Blue Hill, Lappahanink, for 

the month of July.  On the first morning after our arrival, 

we finished breakfast. We began cleaning up the kitchen 

and heard the front door open and close. We did not know 

anyone in Blue Hill except for the owner of the house, so 

we were puzzled about who would walk into the house 

without any warning.  I looked into the hallway and saw a 

tall guy with graying hair, glasses, Nantucket red shorts, 

white socks and dock siders. He looked at me and said, 

“Who the hell are you?” I replied, “I am Buddy Allen and 

who the hell are you?” He said, “I am Ben Wells. What are 

you doing in my house?” As an aside, in our second sum-

mer in Blue Hill, we learned that in the distant past Ben 

rented Lappahanink for several years. We also learned that 

one day he jumped off the roof of the house naked and the 

owner’s mother just happened to be on the porch. That was 

the end of Ben’s rental of the house. 

 While we were having the conversation, without any 

advance request or notice, Ben reached over and picked up 

a piece of cooked bacon from a serving platter. He was 

pleased with the bacon. It was a thick cut and covered with 

pepper. He then asked, “Do you like to cook.” I said, “Yes”. 

He said,” If you like to cook, I guess you like to eat, too?” I 

said, “Yes”.  He then asked, “Do you 

like to play?” I was a little unsure 

about exactly what he meant, but I 

replied that “we liked to have fun.” 

He then said, “Ok, if you like to eat 

and you like to play, please come 

have dinner at my house tomorrow 

night.  

 The next evening we met Ben’s 

wife, Kitty. She was delightful and 

we immediately liked her. There was 

a big crowd of about 5 or 6 couples 

for dinner. We had a ball and as we 

walked home after dinner we both 

had a good understanding of what Ben meant by “do you 

like to play?”  During the next few weeks, we went on a 

boat ride to Opechee, had dinner at the yacht club, and met 

a number of Blue Hill people all as Ben and Kitty’s guests. 

They were good to us.  

 During the last 12 years we have learned why Ben was 

so surprised that we had found his little secret place, Blue 

Hill. Our joy with Blue Hill was largely a result of our 

friendship with Ben and Kitty. In fact our favorite summer-

time events were the weekly calls from our friend, Ben, 

saying “let’s play today?”  

 From former Commodore Tom Richardson—One quote 

from Ben that I always enjoyed related to his cooking.  He 

was a great cook.  He loved cooking and we enjoyed his 

cooking.  Part of his daily ritual was to cook breakfast at his 

house for whoever wandered in.  One day I found myself in 

his kitchen at breakfast time and saw Ben standing over a 

large frying pan swimming in butter.  I observed, “Wow, 

that is a lot of butter.”  To which he replied, “There is no 

such thing as too much butter.” 

 That was one of his cooking maxims:  Don’t let politi-

cally correct diet get in the way of good taste. 
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2016 KYC Racing Results 

 H12½s—July Series 

  First: Thyme Bomb, Julie Cluett 
  Second: Karibu, Randy Curtis 

 H12½s—August Series 

 First: Thyme Bomb, Julie Cluett 
 Second: Whippoorwill, Joy Richardson 
  Third: Miramar, Leslie Hill 

 Atlantics—July Series 

  First: Thea, Terry Britton 
  Second: Sangria, Andrew Baldwin 

 Atlantics—August Series 

  First: Rascal, Peter Smith 
  Second: Thea, Terry Britton  
 Third: Lunasa, K Guinness 

 Founder’s Cup—H12½s 

  First: Chimera, Jim May 
  Second: Thyme Bomb, Julie Cluett 
  Third: After Thought, Wendy Brown 

 Founder’s Cup—Atlantics 

  First: Thea, Terry Britton 
  Second: Lunasa, K Guinness 
  Third: Rascal, Peter Smith 

 KYC Cup—H12½s 

 First: Karibu, Randy Curtis 
 Second: Thyme Bomb, Julie Cluett 
  Third: Whippoorwill, Joy Richardson 

 KYC Cup—Atlantics 

  First: Lunasa, K Guinness 
  Second: Rascal, Peter Smith 
  Third: Fantome, Ann Luskey & Sean Guinness 

 Danforth Cup—Cruising Class 

  First: Arrow, Bob Shepley 
  Second: Lark, Patrick Wilmerding 

 Becton Cup—420s 

  First: Jackson Lardner & Rex Thors 
  Second: Flynn Hill & Sam Keyes 

 Founder’s Cup—Optis 

  First: Tommy Norgang 
  Second: Ana Huseby 
  Third: Marshall Rodes   

 Founder’s Cup—420s 

  First: Sylvia Burns & Sam Keyes 
  Second: Hal Clews & Riley Lamar 
  Third: Jackson Lardner & Ted Atwood 

 KYC Cup—Optis 

  First: Tommy Norgang 
  Second: Owen van Bever 
  Third: Marshall Rodes   

 KYC Cup—420s 

  First: Daisy & Grayson Cheek 
  Second: Khai & Soojin Buttner 
  Third: Marshall Rodes 

 Brigham Britton Memorial Trophy— 

  Terry Britton/Olivia Dietrich 

 The Commodore Seth M Milliken Award— 

  Exie Clements 

 The Niehoff Award— 

  Vivi Jenkins 
  Sylvia Burns 

 The Jean C Becton Award— 

  Hattie Clayton 
  Katie Forrest 

 Danforth Cup—Atlantics 

  First: Fantome, Sean Guinness 
  Second: Thea, Terry Britton 

 Nevin Cup—Cruising Class 

  First: Lark, Patrick Wilmerding 
  Second: Arrow, Julie Cluett 

 Nevin Cup—Atlantics 

  First: Sangria, Andrew Baldwin 
  Second: Thea, Terry Britton 

  First: Sangria, Andrew Baldwin 

 Pursuit Race—July 27 

  First: Lark, Patrick Wilmerding 
  Second: Resolute, Scott Miller 

 Pursuit Race—August 24 

  First: Arrow, Julie Cluett 
  Second: Heretic, Dana Leonard 

KSEA Racing Results 

 Optis—Summer Series 

  First: Tommy Norgang 
  Second: Marshall Rodes 
  Third: Owen van Bever 

 420s—Summer Series, Skipper 

  First: Katie Forrest 
  Second: Flynn Hill 
  Third: Jackson Lardner 

 420s—Summer Series, Crew 

 First: Hattie Slayton 
 Second: Sam Keyes 
  Third: Silas Murnik 

 Becton Cup—Optis 

  First: Marshall Rodes 
  Second: Tommy Norgang 
  Third: Roddy Atwood 


