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COMMODORE’S CORNER  

 The 2012 Opening Dinner on 
June 30 was attended by an all-time rec-
ord crowd of 148 people including this 
year’s dock staff and sailing instructors. 
Members Frank and Kim Bianco did a 
spectacular job of catering the dinner 
which featured the best lobsters, clams, 
mussels, salad, corn-on-the-cob and, of 
course, fabulous blueberry crumble and 
ice cream for dessert. If you were there 
you know what a wonderful evening it 
was and you should thank Gina Lewis and 
her House Committee for all their efforts 
on our behalf; if you weren’t, there are 
some great dining events planned for the 
balance of the season to make up for it. 
Check your calendar and make your reser-
vations…the club has never looked better; 
Dave Danielson and his team, led by Gin-
ger Peabody our new Administrator, Tim 
Crockett the Dockmaster and Frank Rodg-
ers, Head Sailing Instructor, is terrific and 
ready to serve you…the Ship’s Store and 
the Fuel Dock are now open! 
 Elsewhere in “The Waterline” 
you should read about a new project also 
led by the dauntless Kim Bianco: the first 
ever KYC Cookbook that will feature 
proven recipes from Cook’s Night Out 
chefs, picnic meals and meals on board 
that really work and are delicious. Please 
contact Kim (kbianco17@aol.com) to 
assist with this exciting project.  
 Many members have commented 
that the Yacht Club seems to be prosper-
ing and is enjoying a period of great en-
thusiasm and success. When asked, I re-
mind members and others that thanks to 

the generosity and support of our mem-
bership, the club facilities are world class 
and now thanks to the KSEA auction led 
by Rear Commodore Ann Luskey last 
summer our new 420 racing fleet of 6 new 
boats and 5 new (armored!) Coach Boats 
bring us up to speed for the Junior Sailing 
Program as well (thank you Laurel Mar-
tin, Junior Program Chair and KSEA). 
 Vice Commodore Tom Richard-
son has been working closely with Terry 
Britton and the Committee to run our se-
cond ever Atlantic Class National Cham-
pionships here in August. There is more 
detail in a following article but Tom says 
this may turn out to be the largest one 
design keel boat regatta in the history of 
Maine sailing. As many as 45 boats are 
expected to be racing and the numerous 
sponsors and volunteers will help make 
this another successful event on beautiful 
Blue Hill Bay. 
 Another factor in the club’s on-
going success has been the introduction of 
several family based activities like Tues-
day Night Talks and/or Movie Night, the 
Long Island Family sailing picnic in July 
and this year a first ever Family Barbecue 
on August 11. It is the combination of 
great facilities, great boating on the Bay, 
competitive top flight racing and excellent 
dining and family events that together 
make KYC so special. Our strategy has 
been to focus on the membership and to 
offer the experiences at and on the water 
that you enjoy the most. Be an active part 
of the Club; you make the difference. 
Thanks for your support. Rich Gurin 

House 
A new season is upon us and we celebrated 
it with a superb Maine “shore” dinner ca-
tered by the Biancos. 152 members attend-
ed, making it one of the largest in many 
years. Let us thank Kollegewidgwok’s 
First Lady, Susie Gurin, for providing the 
beautiful flowers in the planters  through-
out the Clubhouse. Thanks, too, to all those 
worker bees and to Manager Dave Dan-
ielson 
 Meanwhile, be sure to sign up for 
the “CNO” family picnic and our August 
11th BBQ. GL 

Other Committees 
“They shall be known by their deeds 
alone.”  John Shirley Wood 

SALTY NOTES FROM ALL OVER 
OUR “A GGRESSIVE” LOOKING NEW KSEA 
COACHING LAUNCHES: OK. SO maybe 
when KSEA is in full season sessions 
the Club waters might take on the ap-
pearance of a  scene from “Apocalypse 
Now” but when you take a closer look at 
these new 18’ and 16’ SEAARK launches 
you can see that they are more practical 
than the old Whalers and the amount of 
room they have will impress you. Man-
ager Dave Danielson tells us the 18 foot-
ers come equipped with non-polluting 4 
cycle 70 hp Yamaha engines; the 16 
footer with the 40 hp version. They are 
extraordinarily maneuverable and are 
superbly fendered.  Credit Sean Guin-
ness for his good judgment in acquiring 
these sturdy craft. 
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“Send me a post card, drop me a line, stating point of view.”  Paul McCartney 

Views From the Parking Area 

The new yet to be launched KSEA  coaching launches 

Members Elected Since the October 2011 Council Meeting 

 

Member    Proposer    Seconders   Date Elected 

Judy & Archie Cox Jr.  Tony Nicholas   Charlie Hatfield   December 2011 
        Henry Becton  
 
Monnie Toreivia & Will Rutan Buddy Allen   Brinley Hall   May 2012 
        Jim May 

 
Susan  & Jim Noyes  Bill Fenn   Mark Cluett   June 2012 
        Peter Smith 
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 Two months ago, the America’s 
Cup 2011-2012 World Series was in Ven-
ice racing at the end of the Grand Canal. 
At the closing ceremonies, the Mayor of 
Venice handed the Regatta flag to Annie 
Brett, of ‘Sailors for the Sea,’ to carry, 
Olympic Torch-like, back to Newport. 
Newport, while dominating this event for 
more than a century, has gone through a 
dry spell. There’s been no America’s Cup 
racing there for 29 years. So the return of 
the event to its waters for the final series of 
this season was a big deal! 
 An intrepid delegation of your 
fellow Kollegewidgians decided to be on 
hand for this second most important event 
of this season’s yachting calendar, (after 
the Atlantic Nationals, of course!) While 
many of you were enjoying the opening 
KYC dinner we travelled from Blue Hill, 
Boston, New Haven and elsewhere to show 
the flag, er burgee, for our club. Well, 
someone had to do it. And a good showing 

it was. In addition to our Vice Commo-
dore, in attendance were son Thomas Rich-
ardson and friends, George Atwood and 
son Ted, and Bectons: Jeannie, Eliza and 
yours truly. We joined 50,000-75,000 other 
fans lining the shore of Fort Adams to 
watch eight 45-foot catamarans with 70-
foot, fixed wing-sails, from six nations, 
round marks in tight formation at speeds 
approximating 20 knots. (Imagine thread-
ing on port tack between two starboard 
tack competitors at that speed!) But let’s 
go back a bit. 
 I confess, I had another reason to 
travel to Newport. Sailors for the Sea 
(SfS), the young non-profit I’m involved 
with, is the first environmental organiza-
tion to partner with the America’s Cup in 
its history. Our mission is to educate and 
engage the boating community in the 
worldwide protection of the oceans. The 
America’s Cup Event Authority is collabo-
rating with SfS to ensure all aspects of the 

34th America’s Cup are as green as possi-
ble. SfS has accredited all their regattas so 
far as “Clean Regattas”, just as KYC plans 
to be accredited for the upcoming Atlantic 
Nationals. 
 What does it mean to be a “Clean 
Regatta?” To gain the basic “Bronze” sta-
tus, a regatta has to achieve at least 5 of 15 
best practices. In Newport’s case that 
meant: building a rain garden to help with 
storm water management; composting 
throughout the entire regatta site; serving 
sustainable seafood only; water filling sta-
tions, no disposable bottles for sale on site; 
and educating visitors about ocean health 
issues in special displays and educational 
booths. It was inspiring to see how such a 
large crowd adapted readily to change their 

behavior. More ambi-
tious regattas will 
also do things like: 
using only non-toxic 
cleaning products and 
biodegradable prod-
ucts for all event ac-
tivities; using only 
non-toxic copper-free 
bottom paints: pre-
venting bottom clean-
ing in harbor and 
sensitive areas; and 
using B20 or higher 
biodiesel. Can KYC 
do better than New-
port? 
 When Larry 
Ellison’s Team Ora-

cle won the cup last time around, they also 
won the right to bring the Cup to San Fran-
cisco and change the rules and nature of 
the competition. Those changes have revo-
lutionized the event into a mass spectator, 
media extravaganza for what are essential-
ly one-designs. This year’s America’s Cup 
2011-2012 World Series has visited six 
cities in four countries. The ultimate elimi-
nation series and finals will be run in San 
Francisco Bay in fall of 2013. Think NAS-
CAR on the water with crews wearing hel-
mets and body armor. And being con-
trolled from San Francisco, all these events 
and regattas had to be environmentally 
sustainable! 
 The racing itself encompassed 
three types of events: speed trials; match 
racing, and fleet racing, where all boats 
competed. The America’s Cup will ulti-
mately be a match race, and in the finals 

for this category in Newport, the old mas-
ter, Russell Coutts, bested his Team Oracle 
mate, Jimmy Spithill, at the start of the 
race, speeding off to the first mark with a 
handy lead. He would need every inch of it 
as Spithill continued to challenge, probing 
for weaknesses, and looking for an oppor-
tunity to pass. But in the end, Coutts and 
his new crew were too strong, and sailed 
well under pressure to take the win. Terry 
Hutchinson’s Artemis Racing (Sweden) 
placed fourth which earned his team 
enough points to win the Match Racing 
title for the season. 
 In the fleet racing, Spithill looked 
invincible on Saturday, but on Sunday, the 
Italian team pulled past him for a first and 
third finish overall. On the final lap of the 
course, Coutts pushed the edges too hard 
and was given a penalty for sailing out of 
bounds, allowing Chris Draper’s Luna 
Rossa Piranha to take a lead he would 
hold to the finish. Coutts fought hard on 

the final run to hold off the Luna Rossa 
Swordfish crew for second place. 
 We have no boundaries to our 
KYC race courses, but not so the new 
America’s Cup. There are GPS lines sur-
rounding each course. Imagine a skipper 
deciding to try for an advantage by press-
ing into the spectator fleet at 20 knots! 
Each boat has a flashing light on its stern 
to tell the skipper where he is in relation-
ship to this boundary. It blinks slowly 
green and then faster as the boundary ap-

proaches, going red if the line is crossed. 
A boat given a penalty displays a blue light 
until the penalty has been cured by holding 
back two boat lengths. 360 or 720 turns are 
too dangerous and take too much time, as a 
catamaran will come close to a stop when 
tacking. 
 The final results for the 2011-
2012 America’s Cup World Champion-
ships are provisionally as follows: 

KYC Delegation to The America’s Cup World Series Newport 
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1.Oracle Team USA Spithill…102 points 
2. Emirates Team New Zealand…93 
points 
3. Artemis Racing (Sweden)…82 points 
4. Energy Team (France)…74 points 
5. Oracle Team USA Coutts…68 points 
6. Team Korea…66 points 
7. Luna Rossa Piranha…52 points 
8. Luna Rossa Swordfish…31 points 
9. China Team…31 points (withdrawn)
  
As the weary KYC delegation boarded 
the harbor shuttles, headed for a cold 
beverage on the terrace of Harbor Court 
or Bowen’s Wharf, we raised a cheer to 
Team USA and to the KYC. 
 Oh, and another thing…This 
was the way our dedicated Vice Commo-
dore had decided to spend his birthday. 
So we finished with a rousing chorus of 
“Happy Birthday” to Tom! Commodore 
Becton 
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FLOORS THAT QUALIFY FOR THE SIRENUSE 
“N O SHOES” O RDNANCE? DEFINITELY!    
With the high gloss varnish the Clubhouse 
floors now sport it would certainly be nice 
to prohibit shore shoes but, alas, too im-
practical. Full credit for the spit and 
polish appearance of the Clubhouse goes 
to Manager Dave Danielson. Even if he 
didn’t varnish the floors himself the im-
provements were made under his direc-
tion. Let’s keep to  the runners as long as 
we can when wearing street shoes, alt-
hough at the dinners that will be impossi-
ble.  
THE SCIENCE MAY BE DISMAL BUT ARE THE 
PRACTIONERS? Here’s a story that should 
be firmly rooted in Kollegewidgwok rac-
ing lore yet it has all but faded into the 
ether: With the reservoir of “combat 
ready” racing skippers overflowing after 
W.W.II and the Atlantic numbers frozen, 
the Sound Junior fleet (locally known as 
“J’s”) became the  class of choice for  the 
keenly competitive. Among the enthusias-
tic racers was a recent arrival from the 
Boston area, who nobody really got to 
know because neither he nor his crew 
mingled with the established sailing folk  
before or after the races. But he immedi-
ately caught everybody’s attention when 

America’s Cup World Series 

he began winning races with monotonous 
regularity. He was unbeatable. It was not 
unusual for competing J skippers to row by 
his boat for a surreptitious peek at how it 
was rigged. The only thing noticeably dif-
ferent was, he rigged the jib sheets to lead 
outboard of the shrouds. Almost immediate-
ly, everyone else re-rigged their sheets the 
same way but  still he won and always by a 
comfortable margin. When one inquired 
about the status of a “J” race the question 
was framed “Who came in second today?” 
He closed the season with a perfect score in 
that he lost not a single race. He left imme-
diately after Labor Day as quietly as he had 
arrived and without divulging  his secret for 
success. So far as it is known, he never re-
turned to Blue Hill; the “J” he had chartered 
resumed its  lackluster career until the class 
disbanded. And who was this man who set 
the hot, competitive Club rock stars on their 
ears? Sumner Slichter, Harvard labor econ-
omist. 
FROM “F ORE” PLAY TO FOREDECK PLAY AND 
VISE-VERSA: Here’s something recent and 
little known: There is also a crew reciproci-
ty between the Kollegewidgwok Yacht 
Club and the Blue Hill Country Club, where 
the Yacht Club staff have golfing privileges 
and employees from the Country Club can 

SALTY NOTES 
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use KSEA equipment for sailing.  While 
it may be true that the Yacht Club crew 
are better golfers than the Country Club 
employees are sailors, KSEA plans to 
even things out by providing their 
BHCC counterparts with free sailing 
lessons.  TWL 

COOKBOOKS ARE ALL WELL AND GOOD BUT PLEASE MIND WHAT YOU SPILL ON THE FLOORCOOKBOOKS ARE ALL WELL AND GOOD BUT PLEASE MIND WHAT YOU SPILL ON THE FLOOR !!  


